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Deuxieme Conference Internationale de la Paix. Actes et Documents. 
Tome premier. Seances Plenieres de la Conference. La Haye: 
Imprimerie Rationale. 1907. pp. xvii, 723. 

A notice inserted in the volume under consideration states that the 
collection of the acts of the Second Conference is divided into three 
volumes, of which the first contains the program, the list of delegates, 
the minutes of the plenary sessions, the reports presented to the con- 
ference, and the conventions. The second volume is to contain the 
minutes of the sessions of the first commission, of its subcommissions and 
its committees, and appendices containing the projects, propositions, and 
communications from the various delegates, as well as the various synoptic 
tables prepared and presented to the conference during the course of its 
deliberations. The third volume is devoted to the proceedings of the 
second, third, and fourth commissions, and it is stated that this final 
volume will contain an alphabetical index. The official report of the 
First Conference appeared in three volumes, which by the use of India 
paper are compressed into a single handy volume. This volume, how- 
ever, is difficult to use because it lacks a general and special index. The 
announcement, therefore, of the Dutch Government that the official 
report is to be properly indexed will be welcome news to those who may 
have occasion to use the official report. 

The first of the three volumes has already appeared and is a beautifully 
printed volume, to which there is prefixed an admirable analytical sum- 
mary of the plenary sessions and their proceedings, so that it is possible 
by consulting the table of contents to refer with ease and dispatch to any 
part of the volume. The plenary sessions were as a rule formal, because 
substantial agreement was reached in commission before the project was 
presented to the conference in plenary session for ratification. The dis- 
cussions in the plenary session were perfunctory and of comparatively 
little value. As, however, the projects submitted for approval were ac- 
companied by the official reports prepared by the various rapporteurs, 
which reports explained the projects, their underlying principles, and 
their official interpretations, the reader of this volume has before him 
the final positive results of the conference, and is in a position to judge 
the nature, the extent, and the probable value of the conference. While 
the subsequent volumes will be of great value as showing the original 
form of the projects, the changes which they underwent and the reasons 
advanced for their acceptance or rejection, these volumes will be of 
special service to the student. The general reader may well content him- 
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self with the first volume containing the acts and documents as finally 
adopted by the conference in its plenary sessions. 

It may be of interest to state that while the collection of acts and 
documents is published by the Dutch Government, the volume may be 
purchased from Martinus JSTijhoff, at The Hague, for seven florins, and 
that the American reader may obtain the volume directly from Messrs. 
Stechert & Co., New York City. 



La Segunda Conferencia de la Paz. By Antonio S. de Bastamante y 
Sirven. Libraria General de Victoriano Suarez, Madrid, 1908. 
Two volumes, pp. 444 and 392. 

The author, a member of the Hague Conference of 1907, furnishes 
in these volumes a useful and interesting resume of the work of that 
body, giving an idea of the general course of the discussion relative to 
each topic considered. As one of the earliest large contributions to the 
literature of the subject, their appearance is welcome. 

In detail, the author discusses briefly the history of the first convoca- 
tion, next taking up the method of summoning and the organization of 
the conference of 1907. He considers at length the subject of disarma- 
ment, recognizing the futility of a determined attitude on the part of 
the smaller powers in favor of disarmament, while public opinion in 
the larger ones had not yet become sufficiently aroused with relation to 
the proposition. Upon the question of coercion for the collection of 
national debts, he believes, as was to be expected, that the protection of 
its nationals should not compel a state to convert itself into an executor 
of contingent agreements or a knight-errant in matters concerning the 
purse. The conclusions of the conference relative to international com- 
missions of investigation receive his praise, while its work upon the 
subject of arbitration, little fruitful as it was, is given ample and inter- 
esting review. 

The questions of war presented to and voted upon by the conference — 
declaration of war, delay of favor, laws of terrestrial and maritime war, 
transformation of merchant ships into vessels of war, blockade, bombard- 
ment, enemies' property in maritime war, exemptions from capture, 
rights and duties of neutral nations in time of war, rights of neutrals in 
territory of the belligerents, contraband of war, destruction of neutral 
prizes, maritime inviolability of postal correspondence, and the Inter- 



